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CONSULTATION ON AMENDMENTS TO : - 



THE MOTOR VEHICLES (DRIVING LICENCES) 

(LARGE GOODS AND 
PASSENGER-CARRYING VEHICLES) 

REGULATIONS 1990 

THE MOTOR VEHICLES (DRIVING LICENCES) 

REGULATIONS 1987 



1. The Secretary of State proposes to amend the above Regula- 
tions in relation to : - 

(i) the prescription of an epileptic attack since attaining 
the age of 5 years as a bar disability for vocational driving 
(page 2); 

(II) minimum test vehicle requirements (page 4); 

(III) the single axle trailer entitlement for category C (Large 
Goods) and category D (Passenger-Carrying) vehicles (page 



(lv) the definition of category Cl+E (page 7) ; 

(v) the removal of the requirement to include the 
driver’s address and signaturefrom the “ Statement of 
Failure” form for LGV and PCV driving tests (page 8); and 

(vi) a requirement that drivers under the large bus permit 
scheme hold category D (full or restricted) entitlement (page 
9). 

2 . Full details of the proposed changes follow and you are invited 
to comment thereon by 29 May 1992 at the latest. 



INTRODUCTION 



6 ); 
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EPILEPTIC ATTACK SINCE AGE 5 



Current legislation - 
regulation 6(1 )(a) 
of the Motor Vehicle (Driving Licences) 
(Large Goods and Passenger-Carrying Vehicles) 

Regulations 1990, 

and 

regulation 7(1 )(a) 
of the Motor Vehicles (Driving Licences) 
(Heavy Goods and Public Service Vehicles) 

Regulations 1990. 



3. The Department’s Medical Adviser and the Secretary of State’s 
Honorary Medical Advisory Panel on Driving and Disorders of the 
Nervous System consider the present Regulations to be unduly 
harsh. These Regulations have precluded any driver who has 
suffered even a single attack since attaining the age of 5 years from 
ever obtaining or holding a lorry or bus licence. In some cases, 
particularly for older drivers where the hospital records are vague, 
or where the incident happened in early childhood, there is an 
element of doubt about the nature of the attack and in particular 
whether it could be correctly ascribed to epilepsy. By their 
involvement, MPs have brought a number of individual cases to 
the Minister’s attention. 

4. Consequently, the Secretary of State’s Panel has reviewed the 
matter and has recommended that the bar disability provision be 
amended, 



from: - 

having an epileptic attack since attaining the age of 5 
years, 

to: - 

any history of previous epilepsy or seizure unless the 
person can satisfy all of the following three conditions: - 
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(i) a consultant nominated by the Secretary of State has 
assessed the medical history and results of investigation 
and given it as his opinion that the applicant or licence 
holder does not have a continuing liability to seizures, and 

(11) the applicant or licence holder has been free from any 
seizure for at least 10 years before the licence is to take 
effect, and 

(ill) he has had no treatment for epilepsy for at least 10 
years before the licence is to take effect. 

5 . These conditions are thought to be sufficiently safe to distin- 
guish between those who have a continuing liability to epileptic 
seizure, and who should not drive large vehicles under any 
circumstances, and those who may have had attacks in childhood 
but which they have now outgrown. This latter group of drivers 
pose no additional risk to themselves or to other road users and 
there seems to be no reason why they should not be allowed to 
apply for full vocational entitlement. 

6. It is proposed that this change come into effect as soon as 
possible. 
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MINIMUM TEST VEHICLES 



Current legislation - 
regulations I8(3)(b)(i) and 18(3)(b)(iv) 
of the Motor Vehicles (Driving Licences) 
(Large Goods and Passenger-Carrying Vehicles) 

Regulations 1990 

7. Early In 1990, the Department consulted on proposed new 
driving licence Regulations for drivers of goods and passenger- 
carrying vehicles resulting from the European Commission’s 
proposals for the harmonised driver licensing system. One of the 
proposals related to revised requirements for minimum test 
vehicles and these were incorporated in the above Regulations 
which came into force on 1 April 1991. The second Directive on 
the driving licence (91 /439/EEC) was adopted on 29 July 1991 
and this final version includes two further changes to the mini- 
mum test vehicle requirements. It is proposed therefore that from 
1 April 1994, for : - 

(i) a category C (Large Goods) vehicle, the minimum test 
vehicle be changed - 

from: - 

a vehicle capable of at least 80 kilometres per hour and a 
maximum authorised mass of at least 1 1 tonnes, 

to: - 

a vehicle capable of at least 80 kilometres per hour and a 
maximum authorised mass of at least 10 tonnes and a 
length of at least 7metres. 

(11) a category C+E (Large Goods Vehicle with trailer), the 
minimum test vehicle be changed - 

from: - 

a vehicle capable of at least 80 kilometres per hour which 
is either an articulated goods vehicle combination with a 
permissible maximum weight of at least 2 1 tonnes, or a 
combination of vehicles comprising a vehicle in category C 
and a trailer with at least two axles, one of which must be 
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a steering axle, and a wheelbase of at least 4m, with a 
permissible maximum in relation to the combination of at 
least 21 tonnes, 

to: - 

a vehicle capable of at least 80 kilometres per hour which 
is either an articulated goods vehicle with a maximum 
authorised mass of at least 1 8 tonnes and a length of at least 
12 metres, or a combination comprising a category C test 
vehicle and a trailer at least 4 metres in length, with a 
maximum authorised mass of at least 18 tonnes and a 
length of at least 12metres. 

8. The early publication in Regulations of the new minimum test 
vehicles was done to give companies time to plan for changes, if 
necessary, to their fleets well ahead of 1 April 1994. Despite the 
late change to the directive, there are still a further two years 
before the revised requirements come into effect and this is 
considered to be long enough for companies to make any changes 
to their plans. 

9 . The introduction of a minimum dimension is a new require- 
ment to ensure that the minimum test vehicles are truly repre- 
sentative of the class of vehicle for which full entitlement is to be 
granted. 

10. The change to the C+E drawbar trailer requirement will allow 
greater flexibility in choice of test vehicle and will allow the more 
modem centre axle units to be used for test purposes. 
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SINGLE AXLE TRAILERS 



Current legislation - 
Schedule 1 of the Motor Vehicles (Driving Licences) 
(Large Goods and Passenger-Carrying Vehicles) 

Regulations 1990 

11. Under the terms of the second Directive, drivers who hold 
category C (LGV) and D (PCV) entitlement are permitted to draw 
a trailer not exceeding 750 kg in weight without requiring 
additional category E (trailer) entitlement. Under the previous 
HGV and PSV Regulations, the equivalent HGV and PSV entitle- 
ment allowed drivers to draw trailers of any weight. As a transi- 
tional arrangement to help industry adjust to the new LGV and 
PCV categories and their different trailer entitlements, the above 
Regulations allow drivers of category C and D vehicles to draw 
trailers of any weight with a single axle. 

12. It is proposed to discontinue that transitional arrangement 
from 1 April 1993 and to require that any driver who holds 
category C or D entitlement must gain category C+E or D+E 
entitlement if they wish to draw a trailer in excess of 750kg, 
regardless of the number of axles. Drivers who currently hold 
category C+E or D + E (both limited to draw bar trailers) OR who 
hold class 1, 2 or 3 HGV/PSV licences will be unaffected. 
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MAXIMUM PERMITTED MASS 
OF Cl+E COMBINATION 



Current legislation - 
[Schedule 3 of the Motor Vehicles 
(Driving Licences)(Amendment) 
Regulations 1990] 

13. It has been brought to DVLA’s attention on several occasions 
over the past few months that the definition of a category Cl+E 
vehicle is open to incorrect interpretation in that there appears to 
be no upper limit to the maximum authorised mass. 

14. In regulation 3(a)(il) “maximum authorised mass” has the 
same meaning as “permissible maximum weight”. This is the 
combined weight of the drawing vehicle and trailer. For ordinary 
driving licence purposes that weight is 7.5 tonnes, as any vehicle 
or combination of vehicles in excess of that weight falls into 
category C ie it is a Large Goods vehicle. Cl is a sub-category of 
C and therefore drivers may be able to drive a combination of C 1 +E 
of any mass on the strength of a licence obtained by passing a car 
test. 

15. Changes arising from the second Directive will allow the 
driver of a Cl vehicle up to 7.5 tonnes to tow a trailer of up to 750 
kg without having to obtain further entitlement. It is therefore 
proposed to amend Schedule 3 of the Regulations to include a 
maximum authorised mass of 8.25 tonnes for any combination 
of vehicles to be driven on the strength of a car test pass, that is 
any combination in categoiy B+E, Cl+E or Dl+E, coming into 
effect as soon as possible. 



-7- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



FORM OF STATEMENT 
OF FAILURE TO PASS LGV OR PCV TEST 



Current legislation - 
Schedule 6 Part II of the Motor Vehicles (Driving Licences) 
(Large Goods and Passenger-Carrying Vehicles) 

Regulations 1990 

16. The Driving Standards Agency has advised that it is no longer 
practice to require the candidate’s address or signature on the 
form - "Form of Statement of Failure to Pass a Test of Competence 
to drive a Large Goods Vehicle or Passenger- Carrying Vehicle". It 
is proposed to amend Schedule 6 Part II accordingly. 
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LARGE BUS PERMIT SCHEME 



Current legislation - 
regulation 3 of the Minibus and 
Other Section 19 Permit Bus Regulations 1987 

17. Drivers of large buses continue to be allowed to drive large 
passenger carrying vehicles on the strength of an ordinary car 
driving licence under the terms of the large bus permit scheme. 
It is proposed that the legislation be tightened up to require that 
these drivers have Passenger Canying Vehicle (category D, either 
full or restricted) entitlement in order to drive these large vehicles. 
This will bring them into line with all other large bus drivers in 
terms of health and conduct standards. It will not apply to or affect 
drivers of minibuses or community buses with less than 17 
passenger seats who drive these vehicles under the terms of the 
minibus permit and community bus permit schemes. 
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SECOND EC DIRECTIVE 



18 . The further legislative changes that will be needed to give 
effect to the provisions of the second EC Directive on the driving 
licence will be the subj ect of a consultation exercise in due course . 
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COMMENTS 



19. Comments are invited on any or all of these issues. Ifyou have 
any, please send them by 29 May at the latest, to : - 



Mr Clive Davies 

Drivers Policy and Business Development Branch 

Room D9/N 

Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency 
DVLC, Longview Road 
SWANSEA SA6 7JL. 
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Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency 

Driver and Vehicle Licensing Centre 
Longview Road 
Swansea 
SA6 7JL 

GTN 1213 2913 
Telex 48102 



Telephone 0792 782913 
Fax 0792 773320 



TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 



REfSfcita" Cfe ©ftLV 

TWW WtS>R *5 At ROT ft* 
f Aieft wt » TH* LIMftST 



Your reference: 

Our reference: DPBD/CONS 
Date: 13 March 1992 



Dear Sir/Madam, 

CONSULTATION ON PROPOSALS TO AMEND DRIVING LICENCE REGULATIONS 

Enclosed is a consultation paper which contains a number of proposals to amend the driving licence 
Regulations. Briefly they relate to : - 

(i) amending the prescription of an epileptic attack since attaining the age of 5 years as a bar 
disability for vocational driving purposes; 

(ii) amending the minimum test vehicle requirements to come into line with the second EC 
Directive; 



(iii) phasing out the entitlement granted for category C and D vehicles to draw single axle 

trailers of any weight; 

(iv) clarifying the definition of a category Cl+E vehicle in respect of its maximum authorised 
mass; 

(v) deleting the requirement for the driver's address and signature on the "Statement of Failure" 
form for LGV and PCV tests ; and 

(vi) closing a loophole which allows holders of ordinary driving licences to continue to drive 
large buses under the large bus permit scheme. 



\oai comments are invited on any or all of these proposals and I should be grateful if you would 
send them to me by 29 May at the latest, please. Should you need additional copies of the 
consultation paper, then I will be pleased to provide them. 

Yours sincerely, 








CLIVE DAVIES 

DRIVERS POLICY AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT BRANCH 




An executive agency of THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 
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